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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office action is responsive to the amendment filed August 30, 2004. 

2. Previously presented claims 14-25 are pending. 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

4. The rejections are respectfully maintained and reproduced infra for applicant's 
convenience. 

5. Claims 14 and 16-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yamakazi, U.S. Patent No. 6,522,319, in view of Burgan et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,805,121 
("Burgan"). 

As per claim 14, Yamakazi teaches a mobile communications terminal (fig. 24, 
information equipment 220; col. 40, lines 32-47), comprising: 

a display unit for visual presentation of both communications information relating to a 
communications connection and miscellaneous user information (display unit 221), the display 
unit being divided into a first partial area and a second partial area (region apart from display 
region 22 ID, and display region 22 ID), wherein the first partial area is provided exclusively for 
the presentation of the communications information and the second partial area is provided for 
the presentation of the miscellaneous user information (communications and miscellaneous 
information shown in respective regions); and 

a display controller to control the presentation of both the communications information 
and the miscellaneous user information being presented on the display unit at least in the absence 
of communications (fig. 1, controller 5; col. 40, lines 32-47, phone-call wait time), wherein the 



Application/Control Number: 09/857,91 1 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2115 

display controller, in the absence of communications, activates and cyclically refreshes with 
picture information only the second partial area of the display unit for the presentation of the 
miscellaneous user information and deactivates the first partial area of the display unit. (fig. 1, 
display and non-display regions are respectively activated and deactivated; fig. 3, timing charts; 
fig. 24, picture information). 

However, while Yamakazi teaches deactivating the first partial area in the absence of 
communications, Yamakazi does not expressly teach the details of presenting, on the first partial 
area, communications information that was transmitted to the mobile communications terminal. 
Burgan teaches presenting such information on a partial area of a display (col. 1, line 62 - col. 2, 
line 3, displaying messages that are received). At the time of invention, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply Burgan' s presenting of transmitted 
communications information to Yamakazi's mobile communications terminal. A motivation for 
doing so would have been to enhance the usabiHty of the mobile communications terminal. 

As per claim 16, Yamakazi teaches the display unit as a single-part, alpha numeric active- 
matrix liquid crystal color display (fig. 1, single LCD panel; Fig, 24, alpha numeric characters; 
col. 16, lines 9-14, color; Claim 5, active-matrix). 

As per claim 17, Yamakazi teaches a surface area of the second partial area is smaller 
than a surface of the first partial area of the display unit (fig. 1). 

As per claim 18, Yamakazi teaches the display controller activates and cyclically 
refi'eshes only pixel lines of the second partial area of the display unit (col. 16, lines 63 - col. 17, 
line 4). 
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As per claim 19, Yamakazi teaches a counter connected to the display controller for 
counting the pixel lines refreshed by the display controller, wherein the display controller, 
suppresses the refresh of a pixel line if the counter level of the counter indicates a pixel line 
belonging to the first partial area of the display unit (fig. 5, counter 15; col.22, lines 1-32). 

As per claim 20, Yamakazi teaches the display controller includes the counter (fig. 1, 
controller 5 outputs LP signal; fig. 5, AND gate 16 outputs LP signal). 

As per claim 21, Yamakazi teaches on reaching a counter level which indicates a pixel 
line belonging to the first partial area of the display unit, the counter disables the refresh of the 
pixel line by the display controller (col.22, lines 1-32). 

As per claim 22, Yamakazi teaches a counter level of the counter is reset with each 
refresh cycle of the display controller (col.22, lines 1-32) 

As per claim 23, Yamakazi teaches the display controller jointly refreshes both the first 
partial area and the second partial area of the display unit by supplying picture information 
(col.20, line 65 - col.21, line 11). 

As per claim 24, Yamakazi teaches the second partial area of the display unit provided 
for the presentation of the miscellaneous user information is disposed within a circumferential 
area of the display unit (fig. 1). 

As per claim 25, Yamakazi teaches the second partial area of the display unit provided 
for the presentation for the miscellaneous user information is disposed on one of the upper and 
lower edges of the display unit (col.22, lines 45-59). 
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6. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yamakazi/Burgan as applied to claim 14 above, and further in view of Duwaer, U.S. Patent No. 
5,960,366. 

As per claim 15, although Yamakazi/Burgan display unit is designed for the visual 
presentation of data information (fig. 24), Yamakazi/Burgan does not expressly teach such 
information as multimedia information. Duwaer teaches combining both voice and data 
information for multimedia communication (col. 4, lines 15-20). At the time of the invention, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply Duwaer's multimedia 
communication to Yamakazi/Burgan' s mobile communications terminal. A motivation for doing 
so would have been to provide enhanced communications to the user. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed August 30, 2004 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In response to the applicant's argument that Yamakazi teaches "the displayed portion is 
not refreshed cyclically (col. 39, lines 14-28)", the cited passage refers to a transition period (T 
period) between a full-screen display state and a partial screen display state for the apparatus of 
fig. 15 (col. 14, lines 23-31; col. 38, line 62 - col. 39, line 3), and does not refer to a period 
during a partial display mode. Contrary to the applicant's assertion, Yamakazi does teach 
cyclically refreshing a displayed portion. Yamakazi teaches an apparatus with a display region 
of 40 rows and a non-display region of 160 rows (fig. 1). Fig. 3 shows the display region being 
cyclically refreshed (waveforms Y1-Y40) while the non-display region is not (waveforms Y41- 
Y200). 
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In response to the applicant's argument that Burgan does not teach a "partial area", 
applicant's arguments are directed against the references individually. One cannot show 
nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the rejections are based on 
combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re 
Merck & Co,, 800 F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). 

In response to applicant's argument that there is no suggestion to combine the references, 
the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by combining or modifying the 
teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention where there is some teaching, 
suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the references themselves or in the knowledge 
generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 
USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988)and/« re Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). 
In this case, the applicant argues in particular that Burgan teaches "controller operation that 
functions only when a user designates the apparatus as being under an 'active' or 'standby' mode 
(col. 6, lines 38-58; col. 7, lines 14-17, 49-51)." Burgan does not expressly teach a user 
designating modes. 

Lastly, in response to the applicant's argument that Duwaer teaches is nonanalogous art, 
it has been held that a prior art reference must either be in the field of applicant's endeavor or, if 
not, then be reasonably pertinent to the particular problem with which the applicant was 
concerned, in order to be relied upon as a basis for rejection of the claimed invention. See In re 
Oetiker, 977 F.2d 1443, 24 USPQ2d 1443 (Fed. Cir. 1992). In this case, "a small LCD display 
screen, where issues of high power consumption do not occur" does not preclude issues of power 
conservation in portable electronic devices. 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated fi'om the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS firom the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi'om the 
examiner should be directed to Albert Wang whose telephone number is 571-272-3669. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:30 - 6:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas C. Lee can be reached on 571-272-3667. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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